Modus Vivendi
Starts off in the back seat of a car, a girl, Talί, is sitting in the center of the back seat, there is no music, only the noises of the car and her parents building argument. The scene first shows the car, then Talί sitting in the back seat looking down at her hands. The camera then goes into her view staring at her folded hands (which look completely normal) the camera then shifts up to the back seats of the parents, the front of the car, and the road (first animation sequence) the basics of the scene are the same, but the colors are block-y and the parents have no actual form. The second she looks up we have the first bit of music come in (edited version of Le Ciel by Malice Mizer) It then goes into the opening credits (hopefully over animation)
After the credits the animation slowly goes into actual footage of Talί’s first regression into her mind. (The set for her mind and effects are not described, but I have them all planned out so don’t worry about it looking crappy!!) She lies down in the center and the first creation of her mind is made; the first “voice”: the mother figure.
The First: (fades/walks in) Talί? (Kneels down by her) Don’t worry Talί, We’ll keep you safe here, we’ll take care of you here. Don’t ever worry again Talί… (Shelters her with her body) 
The camera begins to spin and pull out; as this happens other “voices” slowly fade/walk in to join them at the center. Music ends. Scene ends.

(No music) (Just TV: Edward scissorhands) Tali is watching TV, her parents are fighting in the background. Dad yells and pushes the mother, he leaves. Mother falls down crying. Tali stands and walks out of the bedroom into the front room to the door. 

Mother: (yelling) It’s not normal to ignore the world around you! Any normal kid would worry about their mother!

Tali opens the front door and walks out, completely ignoring her mom. Door closes on camera opening to animation from Tali’s view. (music: Secret Splendor by Buck 65)
Talί is in an imaginary field/long empty road contemplating what her mother said and the conversation she has had with the “voices” in her head. Flash back of previous fights her parents have had, mixed and flashing back between then and reality. Tali clenches and starts shaking her head, trying to make the voices go away, then she stops and glances up and sees Rufus. Cut to a shot of Rufus leaning on a normal wall. Cut to Tali walking down the road looking at the ground. She has the crucial “I don’t want to be alone” thought and looks up and sees Rufus leaning against a fence, some sort of reality and just stares in shock & awe. In her vision, Rufus is far away. Cut back to “Rufus Vision” just being there, show character. Cut back to Tali walking by staring (shot is slow and dreamlike) Cut back to the real world. Tali sees Rufus walking across the street (Rufus on the animated background) She freezes. . Rufus starts walking away

Talί: (to herself) No, don’t leave…
 She then crosses the street and runs up in front of him and stares, he blinks and keeps walking. She follows him for several blocks. He speeds up, she does. He slows down, she does. He final turns around.
Rufus: (freaked out) What are you doing Talί?
Talί: (walks closer to him) (holds out her hand to his face) How… are you able to look like that?
Rufus: (moves back) What?

Talί: Who are you? (steps up to him again, staring)
Rufus: Um, my name is Rufus. We’re in English together. Don’t you remember me?

Talί: I guess I never noticed you…

Rufus: Anyway, I’ve got to be going so (shrugs) maybe I’ll see you later in school or something (half wave) (turns around to walk away with a “what a weird girl” type of look on his face)
Talί: You mean it? (takes a few running steps after him)
Rufus: (stops and turns around) Mean what?

Talί: That I’ll be able to see you later…?
Rufus: I don’t see why not.
Talί: Oh… Then, can I see you tomorrow…?

Rufus: (confused) Why?
Talί: I would like to talk with you; I haven’t seen anyone like you for a long time. I suppose I’m just curious. You’ll come yes? You’ll meet me here, tomorrow?

Rufus: (stares at her) What time?

Talί: (smiles) One… One o’clock. (grabs his hand) See you tomorrow (lets go of hand and runs away, turning her head back a few times while she does) (Rufus stands there baffled)
Goes to a scene is Talί’s head. The Tali voice is standing in the center, smiling while the others are talking (no actual sound though, only music) She is not paying attention to them but staring out of the window, smiling blankly.
It’s the next day at school. Everyone is rushing to class. Rufus is walking down the hall stops to see Tali walk into the classroom in front of him. Cuts to a scene where he sits down in his desk, across the room from Tali. The teacher is talking in the background, as Rufus glances over at Tali. The camera cuts over to Tali. Tali is starring at her desk not paying attention (a small creature crawls across, she pokes it and it dissolves). It shows the class, the teacher (mr. whitmore) is talking. It shows Rufus being in the class, but she doesn’t know he is there. He keeps looking at her. She looks up when the teacher tries to get her attention. She looks at him and it goes into “tali-vision” showing super-hero whitmore. She hides a giggle and people look at her confused. The bell rings and people start to leave. Rufus walks up to her in class. People in the background are laughing/confused at why Rufus went to talk to Tali.
Rufus: Talί?

Talί: Huh? (looks up at him) It’s you (she smiles) Why are you here?
Rufus: (confused) I’m in your class. Even now you didn’t notice me.

Talί: I guess I don’t pay enough attention to people here. (stand up) (grabs his arms) It’s still so amazing.
Rufus: What is—?
Talί: It’s only you… that looks like me.
Rufus: What?

Talί: Follow me (she walks off)
Rufus is pulled along. They are now in the front of the school (Huntington)
Rufus: So what did you want to talk to me about?

Talί: Yesterday, you knew my name… how? From class?
Rufus: (looks at her) You don’t remember me, do you?

Talί: I already told you... I don’t pay attention to people… usually.
Rufus: (stares at her) (shakes head) (to himself) It doesn’t matter if you don’t remember.
Talί: (gets in his face) See that tree over there? (points)
Rufus: (looks) Yeah (looks at her) What--? 

Talί: What does it look like… to you?

Rufus: (he looks at it) (shows the normal tree) It’s just a tree (shakes his head in a frustrated way) What--?
Talί: Describe it.

Rufus: O…kay… Well it’s tall, bark-y, got green stuff coming off of it…

Talί: Really? (looks up at him) That’s all? That’s not what I see (shows animation of what she sees as she describes it) Look closely, the depth of the emerald mossy bark tells stories of times that we will never know. And the way the mushrooms cling to its tall figure, trying desperately to be as magnificent as it is, wanting to see the world that it would never be able to see on the ground. And the way the leaves dance in the cool winds, the colors that reflect the warm midday sun. I doubt… here... I’ll show you (grabs his arm and runs off)
Shows a few scenes of the comparison of the two. Rufus vary confused and Tali getting more excited (well, as excited as she can be, which isn’t very) 
(music ends <4:54> as they sit down) Next scene they enter is a park (tewinkle cause I like it!) Tali sits down and Rufus follows in suit on rock. Feeding ducks.
Rufus: So do you know what triggered your change? What exactly is wrong with you?
Talί: (shakes her head) Nothing is wrong with me, it’s just… (stares at her folded hands) I can’t pin a date to when things changed… they just did one day. my parents were always yelling at each other, I hated it so much…the only thing I had at home for me was TV…people were always so…so mean…all the kids were horrible to me…I never did anything with them…I never played with them…(long thoughtful pause)
Rufus: But, how could you be happy…always… alone?
Talί:  There’s no pain when I’m alone…no one can hurt me…There’s no beauty when there is other people… you will never see beauty with you eyes… The world through your eyes is so…ugly. It’s so…My world is warm, it’s better…I created a better place— 
Rufus: (INTERRUPT! angry) You didn’t create anything! You just ran away! You…you’re just afraid!! 

Talί: (shocked pause) But you don’t know my parents! You can’t say—

Rufus: Do you think you were the first one to have bad parents? Just because somebody hurt you once doesn’t mean you should just run away from everything... (Pause) It’s called living, Talί. (Anger pause) Why am I even trying to talk to you! You don’t understand, and you never will!
Without looking, Rufus just gets up and leaves. (Alyssa shot idea goes here!) Tali remains seated for a minute, then stands up and throws a rock. She goes home.
(Music: Placebo – I Know) Rufus is now in his room, he digs in a box a pulls out pictures of a girl in a hospital bed.

Rufus: Why does she come to me now? I understand why she hasn’t spoken, or even looked at me in years, but has she really forgotten? 

Cut to young Tali running across a street. She goes up a stoop/porch and knocks on the door. The door opens (from the inside; and shows a blurred version of the back of a young Rufus head looking from doorway to Tali).

Talί:  (sadly) Rufus! Why weren’t you at our secret hideout today, or yesterday…?

Rufus: (monotonously) I was busy.

Talί: You could’ve told me…

Rufus: Well I—

BG Voices: Hey Rufus!! Who’s at the door?

Rufus: (hesitates) It’s—

BG Voices: Is it that weirdo, Tali? (They all laugh)
Talί: What is…?

The children’s heads appear one by one behind Rufus

Talί: Why?!

Tali runs away into the street. She stops in the middle and looks back at Rufus

Rufus: (from outside the shot) (yells) TALI!! LOOK OUT!

Tali is hit by a car. 
Flash back to present, Rufus is in his room with the pictures. 

Rufus: I don’t believe that she’s crazy, but… It would be better for both of us if she continued to pretend I didn’t exist like she did the rest of the world. I can do even less for her now then I could then…

A scene of voice Tali in head standing next to the window staring out. The voices are arguing among themselves and Rufus is now a voice. The first voice tries to pull her away and Tali pulls away. They argue more and Tali finally turns around. With the first real confidence in her voice, shouts:
Talί: JUST BE QUIET!

The others step back in shock a few begin to disappear. The last ones to go are Rufus and the first. 

Rufus walks across the street, he hesitates, but then knocks on the door. He is let in and he walks to the backyard. He sees her.

Talί is lying on a wall staring up at the night sky. Rufus slowly approaches her and stops by her head and stares up. (I know ends, new music cue: The Smiths – Asleep)
Rufus: Talί.
Talί: (turns her head to look at him) Leave me alone…just leave me alone— 
Rufus: You can’t always be alone, Talί.
Talί: I’ve always been alone. I am supposed to be alone!
Rufus: You No. you’ve just chosen to be alone, Talί. You haven’t always been alone, and you don’t have to be now.
Talί: (pause) Why did you come here Rufus?
Rufus: I… (Looks up at the sky) I understand why you hate it here, Talί.
 Talί turns her head to look at him, she is annoyed, questioning look.
Rufus: (long pause; points up) It’s the sky…It’s just dark, not black, and there… there aren’t any stars here…

Shows an empty sky

Talί: (her voice is much more confident, she looks at him) No, look… (She smiles)  There are stars everywhere Rufus. (He looks back at her) (She looks back at the sky) 
Shows Rufus looking up, animation of a sky filled with stars.

Rufus: Talί…I…I never saw them before…
Talί: You just never looked hard enough, Rufus.
Ends panning out on the two of them looking up, Talί on the park bench, Rufus is sitting next to her. He looks over at her and smiles, then looks back up at the sky.
(Plain credits listing EVERYONE that helped on the project; music playing is Dreams in Digital by Orgy)

